
Midwestern Journal of Theology: 17 .1 (2018): 1-13 

The Sizemore Lectures 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2018: 

The Promise and Practice of Biblical Theology 

ANDREASJ.KOSTENBERGER 
Senior Research Professor 

of New Testament and Biblical Theology, 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 

The Promise of Biblical Theology: 
What Biblical Theology Is and What It Isn't 

March 13, 2018 

It's a privilege to be delivering this year's Sizemore lectures on the topic 
"The Promise and Practice of Biblical Theology." Today, in my first 
lecture, I will explore "The Promise of Biblical Theology: What Biblical 
Theology Is, and What It Isn't." Then, I will follow this up with a lecture 
on "The Practice of Biblical Theology: How Biblical Theology Is Done: 
Studying a Book, Corpus, or Major Theme in Scripture." Specifically, I'll 
engage in a couple case studies on the letters to Timothy and Titus 
(commonly known as the Pastoral Epistles) and on the person of the Holy 
Spirit. 

What Is Biblical Theology? 
One might simply say, "Biblical Theology is theology that is 

biblical"-theology that is biblically grounded. The problem with this 
definition, however, is that all Christian theology should be properly 
grounded in Scripture, so positing this kind of definition seems to be 
merely stating the obvious. 

So, how about the following: "Biblical Theology is the theology of the 
Bible." In other words, Biblical Theology is not our own theology, or that 
of our church or denomination, it is the theology of the biblical writers 
themselves. Old Testament theology, then, is the theology of the Old 
Testament writers, and New Testament theology the theology of the New 
Testament writers; Pauline theology is the theology of Paul, Johannine 
theology the theology of John, and so forth. If this is the way we define 




























