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you or I outline these books or come up with theological categories, but 
how did Paul himself, judging by the texts we have, articulate his 
theological thinking in these letters? Remember: Biblical Theology is the 
theology of the Bible and of the biblical writers themselves, not our own 
theology read into the biblical writings. 

Regarding the historical context, we see that these letters were most 
likely written by Paul as the final letters he wrote, toward the end of his 
life. That's clear especially in 2 Timothy where Paul is in a severe 
imprisonment that would soon thereafter lead to his martyrdom. 
Moreover, as mentioned, many scholars argue that these letters were 
written by someone other than Paul after his death, primarily because 
they exhibit some significant differences when compared to his earlier 
letters. 

Why do many believe the LTT are pseudonymous? There are several 
reasons for this. First, the author of the L TT, when speaking of the 
church, does not use Paul's favorite metaphor of the body of Christ but 
instead speaks of the church as God's household. That seems to be a 
significant shift. Also, the author uses a different term for Christ's second 
coming (epipbaneia rather than parousia) and calls Timothy to emulate 
a series of Christian virtues rather than speaking of the fruit of the Spirit 
or of other Christian graces as in his earlier letters. Many also note the 
pronounced interest in church structure and leadership, which, they say, 
reflects an "early Catholicism" as we see in the writings of the 2n'1-century
Church Fathers. In my commentary as well as later in this lecture, I cite 
several additional reasons as well. 

While none of these differences justifies the conclusion that Paul 
cannot be the author of the L TT, I believe that we do need to recognize 
that these letters are distinct and unique within Paul's corpus. As 
mentioned, I don't have much sympathy for those who argue for 
pseudonymity as I believe a high view of Scripture demands Pauline 
authorship and the evidence strongly supports it. That said, I don't see a 
problem with acknowledging that the LTT exhibit a rather distinctive set 
of biblical-theological themes. 

For example, the author commonly uses the phrase "God our Savior" 
or "Christ our Savior." Paul never uses that phrase in his earlier letters. 
So, that's an undeniable difference. Or take the five "trustworthy 
sayings," for example, which, likewise, are found only in the LTT. The 
question, then, becomes: How do we explain these differences? One way 


























